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FOR IMMEDIATERELEASE (July25,·1986
CHARLESTON, IL.--The major portion of Eastern Illinois University's
renovation of O'Brien Stadium is nearing completion with a new artificial
track in place and lighting almost installed, according to Athletic
Director R.C. Johnson.
The $440,000 project was financed partially by the Brighten O'Brien
fund drive through the EIU Foundation's five year Tenth Decade campaign.
"The track is completed and it's extremely nice," said Johnson.

"We

also modernized the east side of the stadium by leveling the area near the
bleachers, changing the location of the long jump and pole vault pits and
redoing those runways plus the high jump approach."
Surface Technology Corporation of Troy, OH installed the all weather,
9-42" lane, Dura-Sport Imperial Athletic Track which is a resilient, water
permeable, spike reistent, rubberized polyurethane surface.
The lights should be ready by the middle of August, according to
Johnson. "They are putting in the wiring right now.

The poles are here

and should be up by the first of August with all wiring completed within a
couple weeks after that."
There will be four light standards with 30 lights per pole.

"The

lights are computerized as to focus on the proper field location.

We'll

also have 25 second huddle clocks up by the opener," Johnson said.
Original plans called for the purchase of an artificial surface to be
installed on the football field sidelines however Johnson said, "strips of
more
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the old track were salvaged and usable for this purpose .

. and they,

too, will be ready by the first game."
The last portion of the stadium renovation plans included remodeling
the pressbox however Johnson explained that, "this item is on hold.
"It was the last priority and there was not enough time to do it right
there's been too much, too quick.

Everything we've done so far is

first class and will make a big difference in the appearance of the
facility."
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